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It begins in the forest canopy, where a young orangutan gathers fruit while a mother swings through the 

branches with her baby clutching her neck.  Parrots, hornbills and kingfishers are busy in the trees alongside 

other native species that make up the rich biodiversity of the forest eco-system. 

The indigenous people of Borneo, the Dayak, gather and prepare food from the forest home, and their children 

swim or play in the traditional longhouse. The community depends on the forest for their livelihood and 

cultural identity. There is a harmony and natural order that has been in existence for many 

thousands of years.

In the jungles of Borneo, an inspiring story is unfolding…..

But all is not as it seems. 



Fifteen young people were selected from over 200 applicants 
from 26 countries as representatives on the ground in Borneo for 
a global project called DeforestAction. Led by acclaimed scientist 
Dr Willie Smits and a team of visionary thinkers, DeforestAction 
comprises a global network of school students connected 
through Microsoft Partners in Learning and TakingITGlobal, who 
have joined forces to stop deforestation.

With passion and purpose they arrive in Borneo to meet Willie 
Smits and the local Dayak communities and begin work on this 
ground-breaking project. Virgo Productions is producing a 3D 
action adventure documentary about their first 100 days in the 
jungle.

The question of the film is this: What can 15 young people from
different nationalities working with the local Dayak people, a
visionary eco-crusader and millions of school students, achieve 
in a remote part of Borneo in 100 days to bring about lasting 
change?

The peace is ruptured by the roar of chainsaws and bulldozers. 
The nearby forest is being cut down for cheap timber and land-
clearing for palm oil. The rampant deforestation is destroying the 
natural home of thousands of species including the orangutans, 
and driving the Dayak communities to desperation. Their futures 
are at stake.  

But it’s bigger than that. The future for all of us is at stake. 
For without forests and its biodiversity, this planet will become 
uninhabitable.

Enter the Eco-Warriors.  

Act one of the story began in September 2011 when the 
Ecowarriors arrived in Borneo for the first 20 days. They brought
commitment and creativity, but lacked local knowledge and 
awareness of the full extent of the crisis unfolding in this remote
part of the world. With Willie Smits as their guide and mentor, the 
Eco-Warriors were thrown into the deep end for an orientation 
of the most extreme kind.

After a gruelling 14 hour bus trip inland to Sintang, they travelled 
another 400kms up the Melawi river into the Serawai and 
Ambulau regions, the heartland of the indigenous Dayak people.  
They participated in eight traditional welcome receptions. In 
some villages they were the first outsiders the villagers had ever 
seen. 

They listened to stories of land being taken against the wishes 
of the Dayak people by the oil palm companies. They cried at a 
grave site where the bones of seven generations were about to 
be flattened by bulldozers. They were invited to a special chief’s 
council where the leader of all the Dayak chiefs called on them 
to help save their land and stop the destructive actions of the 
palm oil companies.  

All the Dayak communities they visited asked the same: please 
be our voice, please tell our story to the world! And the young 
Eco-warriors promised they would.



They witnessed the desperate actions of one group of villagers to 
preserve their ancestral forests by confiscating palm oil equipment 
and blocking the access road. They wrote an article about their 
actions which they sent out to the international media. And they 
developed their action plans with the local Dayak communities.  

During the first 20 days Willie Smits and the Eco-Warriors met 
with over 3,000 Dayak, as well as representatives from the Police, 
Army, Ministry of forestry and the local Parliament. This resulted 
in an investigation being announced into the ways the oil palm 
companies are obtaining land to develop palm oil plantations. 

They rescued Jojo, a baby female orangutan, and placed her in 
care in the new Sintang Rescue Centre. And they set in place the
process for the rescue of dozens of other orangutans held in 
illegal captivity.

They took part in a region-wide talk-back radio program and the 
local media carried ten stories about the Eco-Warriors, the risks 
of oil palm, the potential of sugar palms, the wildlife trade and 
the need for environmental protection. Their presence in the 
region has already made a major impact.

The Eco-Warriors formed into four groups and began working on action plans for 
when they return for 80 days in March next year. 
  •  The Earthwatchers/Stopping Deforestation group
  •  The Animal Care/Rehabilitation group
  •  The Reforestation and Local Community Rebuilding group  
  •  The Education Group – for local and global education 



During the 20 days, the Eco-Warriors held a major webinar 
with thousands of school students in the Asia Pacific region.  
They created blogs and picture reports that were circulated 
online and they continue to post their stories and pictures 
online.  

Their orientation took them on a roller-coaster of emo-
tions, from adrenalin high excitement, to awe and wonder 
at things they have never seen, to crippling anxiety and 
even panic at the enormity of the expectations.

For Willie Smits who has been working in Borneo for so many 
years, in the first 20 days they achieved more than he dared 
hope for: 

In Cinemas 2013
To support the movie – www.anactionmovie.com | To join the movement – www.deforestaction.org

“These young environmentalists 
with their open minds and hearts 

full of passion have achieved 
what I dare to say are some of the 
most stunning results in such a 
short period of time I have ever 
witnessed in almost 32 years of 

working in Indonesia”.  

Willie Smits - October 2011

They have now returned home to their respective coun-
tries to build their support networks, work with the school 
groups, gather the knowledge and expertise they need and 
raise the necessary funds to return in early March for 80 
days to implement their plans.

They have more questions than answers at this stage and 
their innocence has already given way to deep anxiety cou-
pled with fierce determination. What resources and support 
can they muster in the coming months to bring back here? 
Once they get back home, will they have a change of heart? 

When they return, what can they actually achieve in 80 
days, and will it be enough? What are the consequences 
if they fail?  What role will the school students and their 
online supporters play and how can they make a difference? 
What foundations if any, can DeforestAction lay for the fu-
ture protection of our planet?

Virgo Productions will return with the Eco-Warriors in March 
2012 to record the next stage of their journey and produce 
a 3D action adventure documentary of their adventures and 
achievements. 


